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cultural development" He came to the conclusion that there was a
fundamental difference and that it was "so great and basic that one
is almost justified in saying that all the vast differences in the most
recent rimes which so sharply mark off the Western Civilization
from the Eastern have been determined or predetermined by this
early difference in intellectual pursuit and endeavour" (ibid., p. 64).
He goes further still when he says "that the difference is not of
degree of emphasis but it is a difference in degree, which, in the
course of time, becomes a difference in kind" (ibid., p. 65). As an
illustration of this fundamental difference in kind and not merely in
degree, Mr. Hu Shih states that "the ancient leaders of India were
developing great religious systems, the Chinese were working out
their moral and political philosophies, and the Greeks, who could
rival their Chinese contemporaries in their philosophizing about
morals and government, were remarkably different in their predomi-
nant interest in the objects of nature, in mathematics, in geometry,
and in mechanics" ( ibid., p. 65).

After saying all this, he refers, with legitimate pride, to the
achievements of the Chinese in the sphere of science during the
last twenty years ! If the cultures of the West and China were
fundamentally different, and different in kind, and if from a very
early age the "intellectual developments of the Chinese and the
Greeks were already taking radically divergent directions" (ibid.,
p. ($6), the recent application to science by the Chinese would
have been impossible; there could be no convergence of the Chinese
and the Greek traditions. Nor would Western Civilization ever
extend to all the peoples of the world as Mr. Hu Shih implies when
he says: "The modem conflict of these diverse civilizations, viewed
in the light of history, is only one of the latest scenes of the great
drama of world-conquest by the new civilization which began in
Western Europe and spread both east and west with ever-increasing
force and vigour until both its eastward and westward movements
finally met in the great arena of East Asia" (ibid., p. 2). It should be
added here that by conquest Mr. Hu Shih does not mean that
Western Civilization was imposed on China by a foreign nation
by force or conquest; nor even by the indigenous ruling class, as